MINERALS UPDATE
Below is the response from WCC Planning officer, Tony Lyons) in response to detailed and
persistent requests for further information on what is happening now. (afraid it doesn’t tell us
much!!) ☹
Thank you for your email seeking an update on where we are on the Minerals Plan.
We posted an update on the Council website following the closure of the consultation period
setting out our position and that remains the current situation. As in the past we will use this
method of communication with any interested parties if there is any further news on progress
with the plan.
We are checking and inputting details of all the representations we received through the
various media on our consultation portal as we have done so on the two previous
consultations.
It will not be possible to fast track the uploading of the comments because only a very few
respondents have used the portal so this task will have to be completed manually and will take
time to complete. Therefore, we are not in a position to quote final numbers of
representations. We are also looking at the representations raised on all the various policies
in the plan not just those relating to the allocated sites and considering what, if any, response
may be required.
The two resolutions in the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 26th July 2018 set out
what we have authority to do to progress the minerals plan. We have the authority to submit
the plan for independent examination but we are required to determine whether main
modifications should be proposed as a result of the publicising the plan in consultation with
the Portfolio Holder for Transport and Planning and now the Strategic Director for
Communities following changes to the officer management structure of the Council.
Until the above tasks are completed, we will not be in a position to clarify the timeframe set
out in the Local Development Scheme submitted to Full Council on 26th July 2018 and provide
further details. This is the same situation for any discussions with PINS Planning Inspectorate
about submission. PINS require us to complete a service level agreement with them about the
process of submission and independent examination but we cannot do this until the above
tasks are completed. At the moment I am not aware of any periods of political purdah which
may impact on the submission of the plan.

Many thanks for your continued support and roll on Spring!!

